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gested by expediency, justice, and self-protection. 


is is an opportuni r pr. 
The last day for nomination of candidates for the Vis 


pending election is Tuesday, May 15th, but up to this 


time (Thursday night) only ten nominations have Tae Irish Verertnary Coiiece. 


been made. What object can be gained by candi-| Some tangible progress has been made towards: 


dates postponing their nomination to the last moment | practical realisation of this Institution. A site has 
is difficult to see. The delay is disadvantageous to| been determined upon and a principal selecied. The 
the profession because it prevents members consider- | announcement is made in The Edinburgh Dispatch as 
ing who their votes should be given to until the vot- | follows :—‘‘ Professor Mettam, of the Royal (Dick) 
ing papers arrive. During the few days then avail- | Veterinary College has been appointed Principal of 
able there is no time for enquiry or for any collective | the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. Professor 
action save that sprung upon the electorate by circu- | Mettam, who is a graduate in science of the Univer- 
lars secretly concocted by little cliques. The eight | sity and a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
members retiring by rotation this year were elected | Surgeons, has been connected with the teaching staff 
four years ago as part of a group of eleven whose | of the (Dick) College for the last ten years, during 
names were offered the electorate by circular. That | eight of which he has occupied the Chair of anatomy 
eleven was to settle the question of the matriculation, | and histology. Professor Mettam is a past president 
but we are still far from a settlement which appeals | of the Scottish Microscopical Society, and at present 
to the common sense and feeling of justice of a very! holds the office of treasurer, and was recently George 
large section. Five of these gentlemen are nominated | Heriot Research Fellow in Science in the University 
for re-election, and probably more of the retiring | He is editor of The Veterinarian.” To this we will 
members will yet be available for the new Council. | only add that he possesses other characteristics as 


The candidates at present nominated are— necessary to a principal as a mastery of science. He 
W. Awde, Stockton. is industrious, methodical and tactful. He is also a 
W. A. Byrne, Roscommon. strong man. 

J.D. Lambert, A.V.D. Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 

J. McKinna, Huddersfield. There is an announcement in the daily papers that 
W. Reekie, London. will afford satisfaction to every Veterinary surgeon. 
E. S. Shave, R.V.C. Mr Long, President of the Board of Agriculture, has 
J, F. Simpson, Maidenhead. appointed Mr. James Mel. McCall, M.B.,C.M., 
R. C. Trigger, Newcastle. M.R.C.V.S., to be Assistant Veterinary Officer to the 
G. Wartnaby, Burton. Board of Agriculture in the place of the late Mr. W. 
E. C. Winter, Limerick. Duguid. It is difficult to explain the long delay 


These are ali well-known men, but there are two/| which has occurred in filling up this important post, 
who possess a special claim just now upon our atten- | but now that the appointment is made we have only 
tion—the Irish candidates. the pleasant task of congratulating Professor McCall 

As is well known the new Department of Agricul- | and thanking Mr. Long. The new Assistant 
ture for Ireland came into being on April 1st, 1900. | Veterinary Officer is a good selection. He comes to 
The Vice-President of the Department i3 empowered | his post well versed in the work before him. His 
to expend £15,000 in establishing a Royal Veteri- | father, the worthy Principal of the Glasgow Veteri- 
nary College in Dublin when he is satisfied as to the | nary College, has for many years been extensively 
feasability of the scheme. He has withheld action | occupied in carrying out duties under the Diseases of 
pending agreement as to a supplemental Charter, on | Animals Act and the Professor has shared in that 
which the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons will! work. Not only is he practically well acquainted 

ve something to say. At present veterinarians are with the administrative requirements of his new 
tepresented on the body controlling the College office, but he possesses the necessary scientific attain- 
atrangements by M.R.C.V.S8.’s sitting by permission , ments and the judicial type of mind so essential to 
of the Government and the Royal Dublin Society. | advising on matters where diversity of interests 

hat we want is direct representation, provided by | must be considered. 
the proposed Charter, on the Board of Geverpers. | Tue IngurED ANIMALS 

he profession in Ireland is much interested in this) We publish this week a special report of a case of great 
matter, and practitioners resident in Ireland should | interest to veterinarians. The question settled is that 

members of our Council so that harmonious action | the Act applies only to accidental injuries—not to disease. 


may b “1 : | A ruling in the wider sense would have given to police 
y be facilitated. Messrs. Byrne and Winter are | constables and veterinarians a most delicate and difficult 


pe candidates merely prompted by their Ate = position. It would have become necessary to give an 
a ae right and praiseworthy feeling—they | oyinion in the street on any case of disease of brain, 
te the selected candidates of Irish veterinarians. | heart, or lungs, that exhibited symptoms sufficiently 
hat we should give them our votes seems to be sug- | marked tw attract a policeman’s notice. 
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male. At the two preceding calvings she gaye 
CASES AND ARTICLES. birth to twins—nine in the three births. » 
—— __ This is the first case of the kind within my know. 
ledge and I thought perhaps you might like to re. 
A PROLIFIC COW. produce it in your next issue for the benefit of the 
The enclosed photograph is that of a cow and her Teaders of The Veterinary Record. 
four calves, the property of A. Parks, Esq., of Sidley H. Jarvis. 
House, Bexhill-on-Sea. This cow gave birth to five 85 London Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea. 
calves, four alive and one dead, four females and one May 5th, 1900. 


EXPERIMENTAL TRANSFUSION OF BLOOD. |__| took a small quantity of blood from the jugular 
By J. G. Deans, M.R.C.V.S., Bishop Auckland. vein and found it to be of a very black and watery 


consistency. When left to stand a thick covering of | 


Subject.—A thoroughbred gelding by Wellington pale serum formed on the top. On a microscopic 
out of Wink, purchased in August, 1899. When he | 
a pendulous abdomen and a ravenous appetite; in enlarged, submaxil- 
fact a false desire for food. He did not drink abnor- Pp 4 renee spleen 
but, | subject this an is usually so in cases 0 
times showed a tendency to vertigo and always had | ting for the increased num- 
| ber of the ‘white blood corpuscles and as the follicles 
toms increased instead of diminished with generous | t the inteati pared f become enlarged in this 
diet and not much exercise. I also noticed as time | vd e se 1 vine id devel +. nutrition would 
went on a pallor of the visible mucous membranes. evelopment, 

The pendulous condition of the abdomen also became | “er rf e ae “+ in this case, and after all the 
more marked. I thought the case might be due to aah on rig mn 7 think of had been given with 
the presence of worms and treated him accordingly. | nye M r, Py: my mind as an experiment to ty 
I put him into a box with saw-dust for bedding, as | ms be fas Adm 1 ia rd way. I procured strong 
when he was in the stable he used to eat his straw. health s hi Pp ih 7 Ogg ght to my 
I found no improvement even after he had been | 2©@/tHy shire mare an , iio ng eatin: 

allowed as much hay, bran, linseed and oats as | Place proceeded ve the fo tay Pre of indiarubber 
thought necessary. I then tried him with moss litter /”trwments usec nd joined together 
for bedding but he even ate this as well. I treated of glass tubing 
him with liquor arsenicalis, ferri sulph., nux vomica, DY ® Plece of glass he a the endiarubber tubing 
dilute hydrochloric acid, and continued each for a being placed at either end ai @ brought together 
week or so with no beneficial effect. I therefore pointed. The 3 of blood from 
came to the conclusion that the case was one of 0d after extracting of th at tad and measuring 
pernicious anemia or leukemia. the left jugular vein of the pa 
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same by time and measure, I proceeded to open the | 
left jugular vein of the mare; the animals standing 
with their sides together facing in opposite directions. 
One of the glass ends was inserted in the jugular 
vein of the mare already opened and facing the blood 
stream in an upward direction. After the stream of 
blood had been flowing for a minute the other end 
was passed in a downward direction into the jugular 
vein of the patient, thus preventing any air from 
getting into the blood stream. The piece of glass 
tubing in the centre of the indiarubber tubing per- 
mitted of my seeing that the flow was regular, and 
after about a gallon of blood had passed from the one 
animal to the other and about half that quantity had 
been allowed to bleed from the right jugular vein of 
the patient, the operation was stopped. Both jugu- 
lar veins of the patient and that of the mare were 
dosed in the usual way. No apparent change was 
sen inthe horse for a few days when my groom 
ssid he thought he was improving, and as I was much 
interested in the case J] had his photograph taken, 
which is enclosed herewith. The horse I was going 
to say gradually improved, but that term would not 
meet the case, as he improved very rapidly indeed 
In factin about a month he had no resemblance to 
the same animal. Six weeks from the operation the 
animal was sold to the Government and I have no 
doubt is now in South Africa. 

The suggestions and lessons I should gather from 
this case would be that if the stimulation to the sys- 
tm and the increased nutrition to the body caused by 
this direct transfusion of blood from one animal to 
another had so marvellous an effect in this case, why 
thould it not act in the same way in delicate foals, 
where we are troubled so much with pernicious 
anemia, and in thoroughbreds especially where ani- 
wals are practically useless unless an early develop- 
ment and maturity is obtained. 

I don’t see why, where a mother’s milk is scarce 
ind assimilation of the foal’s stomach is such that 
stronger food would not be advisable, periodical trans- 
fusion of blood might not be beneficial. This I will 
ty with several yearlings before being sent to the 
text Doncaster sales and report result, 


DOURINE, MALADIE DU COIT, OR EQUINE 
SYPHILIS. 
by Surgeon-Major G. Scunemer, Bacteriological 
Laboratory, Military Hospital, Oran, Algeria ; and 
Veterinary-Surgeon M. Burrarp, French Army, 
Oran, Algeria. 
(Continued from p. 590.) 


Case V. 
Notes on Experimental Horse No. 3. 


Horse aged 15, inoculated 28th September, 1899, 
iat blood taken from the point of inoculation of a 
rg which had been inoculated with the blood of 
ms The dog had been infected with 10 cc. of 
Th from the jugular vein of the stallion Canigou. 
*donkey’s blood showed no mature parasites al- 
versal specimens both stained and fresh were 


Oct. 5th. (Edema at the seat of the inoculation ; 
temp. 38°1 to 38°5. 

There was no rise in temperature after inocula- 
tion as in horse No, 2. The temperature varied be- 
tween 37°6 and 38°5. 

Oct. 6th. The cedema has assumed a circular shape; 
temp. 37°6 to 38°3 

Oct. 7th and 8th. Same condition ; 
to 38°3. 

Oct..9th. The oedema has increased, contains 
numerous parasites ; temp. 37°7 to 38:3 

Oct. 12th. The oedema is decreasing. 

Oct. 16th and 17th. At the site of the point of 
inoculation there is a large irregular patch with the 
hair standing on end and the skin thickened ; there 
is but a small quantity of serum contained in it, but 
numerous parasites. The trypanosoma is only 
present in this patch ; temp. 37°8. 

Oct. 18th, The cedematous patch has assumed a 
clearly circular shape, — inches in diameter at the 
upper part; at the lower it is slongated to the lower 
border of the neck, contains numerous parasites. It 
has all the characteristic appearances of a dourine 
patch ; skin thickened but non-adherent and hair 
standing up on end ; temp. 38°2. 

Oct. 19th. Same condition in the morning as the 
day before; evening a patch the size of a half-crown 
on the right flank, with a few pimples; temp. 38°3. 

Oct. 20th. A dozen patches scattered over the 
sides flanks and thighs; one leg cedematous, the 
other not. Blood contains but few parasites but 
numerous granular bodies. The large patch still 
visible, and although the day before it contained 
numerous parasites none are now visible. This ap- 
pears to point out that these patches are formed by 
the migration of the trypanosoma developed at the 
point of inoculation ; temp. 38-4. 

Oct. 22. The number of patches increased. The 
large primary patch is less clearly defined. No lesions 
visible in the generative organs. The patches vary 
in size, the skin thickened and the hair standing up ; 
temp., morning 37°9, evening 38-2. 

Oct. 28rd. The large patch is decreasing. Swelling 
of the scrotum. 

Oct. 24th. Swelling of scrotum increasing; ex- 
tremity of penis enlarged. The large patch decreased, 
but fresh ones appear on the abdomen and legs ; 
temp., morning, 87°7, evening 38-6. 

Oct. 26th. The large primary patch has completely 
disappeared. 

In the evening the horse covered a mare. The 
semen contained a large number of parasites that 
lost their mobility long before the spermatozoa. No 
lesions on the penis. The excitement threw the 
horse into a profuse perspiration, except on the skin 
over the patches, which remained dry; temp. 87:7 
to 38°4. 

Oct. 27th. The horse again covered the same mare. 
The semen examined a quarter of an hour after con- 
tained numerous spermatozoa which were mobile, 
also trypanosoma which were not. Nearly all were 
united to others in groups of three and four. A few 
were single and these had the usual characteristic 
appearances. 

From this date the progress of the disease was 
very rapid. The patches increased in number; the 


temp. 37°6 


q 
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temperature remaining nearly normal. The outline 
of the patches showed up very distinctly giving the 
sensation to the touch of a metalic disc under the 
skin. The emaciation was very marked. 

Nov. 13th. Morning, extensive cedema of sheath 
and scrotum which causes the animal to keep his 
hind legs straddled apart. The swelling extends 
down the inside of the thighs and forward under 
the abdomen to the chest. 

The serum and blood obtained from these swellings 
covtains the parasites. The cornee are clouded and 
the conjunctiva secretes a muco-purulent discharge ; 
temp. 38°5 to 38-9. Weakness of the hind quarters, 
the hind toes dragged along the ground; knuckling 
over at the hind fetlocks. 

Nov. 15th. The horse fell down this morning and 
when an attempt was made to get him on his legs 
appeared unable to assist himself. The cedematous 
swellings have greatly diminished; temp. 38°2 
to 38°5. 

Nov. 16th Swelling still persistent in the region of 
the generative organs. Large patches developed 
during the night; temp. 38°2 to 88-9. 

Nov. 19th. Very great dropsical swellings of the 
hind limbs; ascites; eversion of urethral mucous 
membrane: temp. 38°6 to 38°9. 

Nov. 20th. Posterior quarters semi-paralysed ; 
temp. 37°9 to 38-9. 

Nov. 21. The swellings and patches have dis- 
appeared, the horse remains down. 

Nov. 22nd. All four limbs are paralysed ; dyspnea 
and bronchitis; temp. 374 to 88°9. Parasites 
present in blood of the general circulation taken 
from the ear and end of tail. » 

Nov. 23rd. Same conditior’; parasites in the blood; 
temp. 37°6 to 38°5. 

Nov, 24th. Almost the whole surface of the body 
is cedematous, vesicles, thighs, back, scrotum, and 
penis; respirations normal; parasites present in 
blood taken from the ear. 

Nov. 25th. During the night nearly the whole 
cedema has disappeared except that on the chest. 
The horse was assisted up and remained standing 
and was able to move a little as if the paralysed 
condition of the limbs was improving. He made 
violent attempts to urinate, but it was passed with 
difficulty and intermittently. The urine was very 
dark in colour but did not contain any blood. 

The patient remained standing all day, but with 
difficulty ; appetite remains good, and even when 
down continues to eat; temp. 38-1 to 38 7. 

Nov. 26th. Morning the animal found down on 
right side helpless, hocks enormously enlarged. In 
the afternoon seized with clonic spasms which re- 
curred at regular intervals of two minutes; the head 
raised up and the back arched; hardly any oedema 
but numerous contusions on the super-orbital process, 
hip, shoulder, etc., and from injuries, i.e , bed sores ; 
appetite good; temperature 38°3 to 38°7. 

Nov. 27th. Animal raised up, stands with hind 
limbs wide apart and hind quarters crouched down ; 
hocks flexed ; appetite voracious ; temp. 37°7 to 38-9. 

Nov. 29th. The patient is in a state of dissolution, 
emaciated, covered with bed sores, articulations 
smaller and distorted. There is dropsical effusion 
of all the limbs, chest, abd omen. and in particular in 


front of the sheath, He can only move two or three 
paces with difficulty. The right hind leg is com. 
pletely paralysed, the left is with difficulty lifted off 
the ground. There is an effusion of yellow-coloured 
clear fluid from the bed sores. The parasite was 
present in blood taken from these sores; temp. 883 
to 88-9. Horse destroyed in the evening. 

Post-mortem. Gelatinous infiltration into the sub. 
cutaneous cellular tissue of the limbs and abdomen, 
especially round the scrotum and sheath ; bilateral 
hydro-arthrosis of knees; muscular atrophy especi- 
ally noticeable in the sacro-lumbar region. Marked 
engorgement of the superficial inguinal ganglia. 
Atelectasis (collapse) of a portion of the left lung 
with thrombosis of the pulmonary vein on that side. 
Heart pale and anemic, liver slightly hypertrophied : 
in tbe lumbar region slight atrophy of the inferior 
part of the cord on right and slight hemorrhagic 
points to the left. 

(To be continued). 
From Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, April 15, 1900. 
Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Major. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held at the Bush Hotel, Carlisle, on 
Friday, the 27th of April. Mr. James Lindsay, Dum- 
fries, the retiring President, took the chair at the begin- 
ning of the proceedings. There were also present : 
Messrs. Croudace, Haltwhistle, President-elect; J. 
Howe, Keswick ; Garnett, Windermere ; J. Armstrong, 
Penrith ; J. Hewson, Carlisle; Little, Abbeytown ; 
Martin, Appleby ; Caldwell, Brampton; and Mr. H. 
Thompson, Aspatria (hon. sec. and treas.) 


or SYMPATHY. 


Mr. Linpsay referred to the bereavement Mr. Thomp- 
son had sustained in the death of his daughter, and said 
the members were all very sorry to hear of her sudden 
death, especially as she was the eldest daughter and the 
last of his first family. He proposed a vote of condolence 
to Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, tu be drawn up in the form 
previously adopted by the Society, printed and made 
suitable for framing. 

Mr. Croupack seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to unanimously. 

Mr. THompson thanked the President and members 
for their heartfelt sympathy, and thanked especially those 
who supported him on the day of the funeral He also 
expressed his thanks for the beautiful wreath sent from 
the Society k 

Mr. Linpsay then asked the new President to take 
the chair for the ensuing twelve months. Mr. Croudace, 
he said, was one of the oldest members of the Society, 
and should have been chairman long ago. (App-) h 

Mr. ARMSTRONG proposed a vote of thanks to the 
retiring President for his services in the chair, and wish 
long life and happiness to both him and his wife, seeing 
that be had recently entered into the bonds of matrimony. 


App.) , 
Mtr GARNETT seconded the motion, which was 


agreed to. 
Mr. Lrnpsay, in reply, thanked the members on behalf 
of himself and wife. Hew- 


On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Hew- 
son, Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Hewson were elected vice 


presidents. 
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On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Hewson, Mr. Thompson was re-elected hon. secretary and 
treasurer. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would do the best he could 
for the Society. There was a little cloud on it a while 
ago, but according to what he saw of other societies, 
the Border Counties was as good as any, and had a better 
attendance than many. He read the balance sheet, which 
showed a balance to the good of £13 11s. 5d., as against 
£7 2s. 11d. a year ago. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Cald- 
well, the balance sheet was adopted. 


Meat INSPECTION. 


On the motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. 
(Garnett, it was decided to support the Scottish Metro- 
politan Veterinary Medical Society in the resolution, 
which was passed at their Edinburgh meeting in Novem- 
ber last. Also on the motion of Mr. Thompson ; it was 
agreed to support the Scottish Society in bringing the 
mary before the notice of the Local Government 

ord. 

Mr. GARNETT remarked that he thought sending these 
resolutions to the Local Government Board was like 
pouring water on a duck’s back. Still, by pegging away 
they might get something. 


Tue Councit ELEcTION. 


Mr.THompson asked if anyone had thought of nomi- 
nating a member to run as a candidate for the Council 
at London. He read a letter from Mr. Taylor, Presi- 
dent of the South Durham and Nurth Yorkshire Society, 
asking the support of the Border Counties Society for 
Mr. William Awde as a member of the Council. 

The PRESIDENT proposed Mr. John Armstrong, and 

Mr. Lindsay seconded the motion, which was supported 
by Mr. Garnett, who said if they worked with two or 
three northern Societies they ought to be able to return 
their candidates. A little fresh blood would do good on 
the Council, who for the last two or three years seemed 
to be an absolute dead-weight on the profession. There 
Was no progress or life about them. 
_Mr. LinpsEy said he was confident the Border Coun- 
ties, the Scottish Metropolitan, the West of Scotland, 
the Glasgow Society, and the North of England Societies 
could return three members among them if they amal- 
gamated., 

Mr. ARMSTRONG suggested Mr. Garnett as the candi- 
date, but eventually agreed to stand, Mr. Thompson re- 
ee that the Society would work like Trojans for 

im. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Arm- 
strong, Mr. R. Craig-Robinson was appointed delegate 
to the Aberdeen Congress of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health, and £2 2s. expenses were allowed him. 


PLaceE oF NExT MEETING. 


It was agreed, on the motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
seconded by Mr. Lindsay, to have the next meeting at 
Penrith in July ; «nd the Penrith members had formed 
4 committee to carry out arrangements for a drive to 
ooley Bridge, thence by steamer up Ullswater lake to 
jaterdale, with dinner at the Ullswater Hotel if 
s101e, 

Mr. Toompson drew attention to a grievance in con- 
lection with the system of publishing reports of the 
‘oclety’s meetings in the professional journals. On the 
notion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Hewson, it was 
‘greed that the Secretary write to the veterinary jour- 
uils and ask if they desire a report of the meetings, 
= if so would they contribute anything towards the 


THE BricgHTton APPEAL CASE. 


about £27. He was thinking of sending a contribution 
to the fund, but at the same time he thought it was a 
great mistake getting up these subscriptions when each 
individual member on the payment of £1 1s. entrance 
fee and 10s. 6d. perannum could be protected from these 
prosecutions by the National Defence Society. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG said thev ought all to be members of 
this Society. They did not know the minute they might 
be hauled up. 


FrEEs oF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


Mr. GARNETT brought forward the following motion : 
—“That the fees paid by the County Authorities to 
veterinary surgeons when on inspection duty under the 
Diseases of Animals Act, b2 on the same scale as paid by 
the Board of Agriculture for similar work.” Veterinary 
surgeons had never been consulted by the local authori- 
ties as to what they should receive. The fees for West- 
moreland were much too small for the highly scientitic 
work now demanded from all veterinary surgeons on 
inspection duties under the Act. He had that morning 
received the scale of fees from the Lancashire County 
Council. For a whole day, occupied for five hours, they 
allowed £1 1s.; half-a-day, 10s. 6d.; two hours, 5s. 
Fancy working two hours for 5s.! For a journey by 
road, the allowance per mile each way must not exceed 
3d. They could not bay shoe leather for it! Post- 
mortem examination, in first head of cattle ordered to 
be slaughtered, 10s. 6d. ; dogs, 7s. 6d. ; examination of 
less than 25 sheep, 2s. 6d. Fancy examining 24 sheep 
with scab for 2s. 6d! And to think that there were 
members of the profession who would demean themselves 
so low as to comply with these terms! They were gall- 
ingto him. They had far better break stones on the 
road than give their highly trained scientific knowledge 
for such miserable payments. For an examination of 25 
to 100 sheep, 5s. was allowed ; over 100, 10s ; for in- 
specting a horse, 10s. 6d. In Cumberland and West- 
moreland the fees were little better. They allowed ls. a 
mile, but that was much too small for the scientific work 
which was given. The pay of the veterinary inspectors 
and official valuers when engaged on duty was £ls. 1s. 
per day. He objected to this, because they were bound 
to leave their private practice to attend to this work. 
The scale of the Board of Agriculture was at least £2 2s. 
a day, and all out of pocket expenses, together with 1s. 
per mile, which was the least fee a veterinary surgeon 
should take. The scale should be brought up to the 
Board of Agriculture standard, and if more reports than 
one were required, 5s. per report should be allowed. In 
Westmoreland they were not satisfied with one report, 
but three were required, which was nonsense. One re- 
port should satisfy them ; he did not believe in multiply- 
ing them. They were only intended for the authorities 
in London after being seen by the local authority. It 
was not for Dick, Tom, and Harry to criticise their work. 
He would ask that the Secretary write to the clerks of 
the two county authorities and ask that the scale of fees 
paid to veterinary surgeons be in accordance with those 
paid by the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG seconded the motion. It was ridicu- 
lous, he said, to expect professional men to travel by 
road for 3d. a mile. He would never attempt to do so. 
He agreed with Mr. Garnett that although they were 
underpaid in Cumberland and Westmoreland, they were 
better paid than they were in Lancashire. 

The motion was agreed to, and it was decided to send 
the resolution to the clerk of the County Council in the 
two counties. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. Croupace, Haltwhistle. 


re THoMPSoN mentioned the Brighton Appeal Case, 
ind said it would cost about £150, and they had only got 


Gentlemen,—My first duty in taking the chair is to 
thank you most heartily for the great honour you have 


om- | 
off | 
ured 
was 
38:3 
sub- 
nen, 
eral | 
| 
rked 
glia. 
lung 
side. 
ied : 
rior 
agic 
900. 
, on 
Jum- 
agin- 
ant : 
ong, 
wo ; 
dden 
1 the 
lence 
form 
nade 
reed 
bers 
hose 
also | 
from | 
take 4 
lace, | 
iety, 
the | 
shed a 
eing 
ony. 
was | 
shalf | | 
om 


646 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 12, 1900 


conferred upon me by electing me your president for the 
ensuing year. I accept the position with great diffi- 
dence as to my capacity for such a high office. I am 
sure you could have found others much more efficient 
to fill the chair than myself, and I cannot help knowing 
that I follow in the footsteps of men of greater abilities 
and attainments, but I will do my best to further the 
interests of the Border Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association, and hope with your kind assistance we shall 
have a successful year. 

It is far from my intention to inflict a long address 
upon you this afternoon, on the contrary it is very brief 
Lassure you, in fact I should much rather be excused 
altogether. You have had the balance sheet read to you, 
and it is satisfactory to find there is a sum still remain- 
ing in hand. 

believe it is customary with presidents in giving 
their inaugural address to allude to the important 
topics connected with the profession for the past year, 
but there is really nothing of very much importance to 
note, at the present time everyone’s mind seems to be 
on the war in South Africa, certainly wherever there is 
an assembly of British subjects reference to South 
Africa is sure to be made. As veterinary surgeons we 
are largely represented there, in the Army Veterinary 
Department, and I understand now there are upwards 
of 70 civilian veterinary surgeons actively engaged in 
duties appertaining to the war. It is very gratifying 
that here in Carlisle, and a member of this Association 
has so nobly volunteered his services and which have 
been accepted, and has gone to the front to assist in 
England’s cause to nobly fight for Queen and country— 
I mean Mr. William McKie. I am sure you will all 
join with me in wishing him every success, good luck, 
(tod speed, and a safe return, with Lord Roberts, soon 
Governor of Pretoria, with peace, contentment, and 
equal rights to all, and old Kruger sent on his way re- 
joicing to a hotter place to dwell. 

There is said to have been great mistakes made in the 
transport arrangements regarding the sending of horses 
to South Africa, [ think such arrangements ought to be 
carried out by our Army veterinary surgeons, and not by 
laymen who absolutely know nothing whatever of the 
comforts of horses on board of ship, and if such were put 
in the hands of proper men we would hear less of these 
appalling accidents said to have happened, such as frac- 
tured backs and legs etc., | understand where the super- 
intending has been in the hands of veterinary surgeons 
the mortality has been practically nz/. When mention- 
ing the Army Veterinary Department it is to be de- 
plored that others than members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons have been allowed to gain ad- 
mittance as veterinary surgeons to our Army in South 
Africa. This I believe has been explained and is not 
entirely due to the fault of the War Office but the silly 
stupidity of some local colonel. 

The subject of tuberculosis has been pretty well 
thrashed out, and nothing new to add. I fancy we are 
all pretty well agreed that the State should take the 
matter in hand, and schedule it under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act. 

Meat and dairy inspection should undoubtedly be 
carried out by a veterinary surgeon. It is tc. be regretted 
the presidents of the Local Government Board and the 
Board of Agriculture declined to receive a deputation 
from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on the 
question of employing qualified veterinary surgeons as 
meat inspectors. Who is more fitting than the veteri- 
nary surgeon, from his scientific training and his every day 
work as such. He, and he alone is conversant with the 
hygienic surroundings and diseases all stock are heirs 
to, and not policemen, bricklayers, plumbers, cobblers, 
and sweeps etc., which, I believe, is the case with very 
few exceptions. Iam glad to see some authorities are 


setting a good example by appointing qualified veterj- 
nary surgeons as inspectors of meat and dairies. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, there are many ways in 
which members of such societies as this may further its 
interests by attending the meetings regularly, reading 


_ papers and recording cases, and_bringing forward speci- 


mens. It is such that brings about discussion, and we 
gain a great amount of benetit thereby. I will therefore 
ask you to bring forward any cases of interest, that our 
meetings may be instructive and profitable, as I am cer- 
tain there are none of us but can say they have deriveda 
considerable amount of benefit from our meetings. 

Thanking you gentlemen for the very patient hearing 
you have given me to these, I am afraid, very disjointed 
remarks, and sincerely hoping that the interests of the 
Border Counties Veterinary Medical Association, if no 
better, will not have suffered any by the selection you 
have made as President for the year 1900. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG moved a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent for his able address, and said he hoped the sugges- 
tions with reference to the preparation of papers on cases 
for discussion would be carried out 

Mr. LITTLE seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG brought before the meeting a case 
which had come under his notice. The subject was a 
white Irish heifer bought at Carlisle. Some time after 
getting home she was noticed to begin to press and 
pain. This went on for a week, gradually growing 
worse. The owner a practical farmer, made a vaginal 
examination, but could only get his hand a short distance 
into the passage. He(Mr. Armstrong) found on exami- 
nation a strong membrane between the meatus urinarius 
and the os. It was easily broken down by the hand, and 
two gallons of yellow fiuid came away. A piece of pla- 
centa made its appearance, and he then fcund a small 
foetus about three months gone, which must have been 
dead for some time, because the smell was strong. The 
membrane was thrown across as in white heifer disease. 
The cow had gone on and done remarkably well since. 
It seemed curious how she became in calf, seeing that 
the passage appeared quite imperforate. It was stated 
that this particular disease in white heifers was due to 
closure of the os. He had made several post-mortems 
and found that it was due to a false membrane across 
the vaginal passage which was imperforate. It could be 
broken down by the hand, without the use of an instru- 
ment. 

In reply to Mr. Howe, Mr. ARMSTRONG said the foetus 
was in the womb and not in the passage. He found 
it coming up to the os and drew it gently away. 

Mr. GaRNETT said he thought this a unique cese. The 
accumulation of the fluid between the hymen and the os 
did not occur iu the majority of cases he had met with. 
Some cases where there was a partial hymen or mem- 
brane across the passage posterior to the os. He 
always punctured either through the os or the side of the 
neck of the os into the uterus, and the accumulation of 
fluid came out of the womb itself. 

Mr. THompson said he had had many of these cases. 
He did not call it a “disease,” but a complaint. At one 
time he thought it was the neck of the womb that a 
at fault but he had come to the conclusion that wf ° 
the majority of cases it was a false membrane a Tew 
inches anterior to the meatus urinarius, in virgin heifers. 
The vagina was more or less corrugate, and the a 
was Only rudimentary. The corrugations seemed eo 
come united by a false membrane particularly in , had 
heifers. He instanced a case of an animal wae | 
been neglected and was slaughtered. The wom a 
vagina were removed intact and were left out In a 
hard frost all night. In this case not only was 


i he uterus 
‘ vaginal passage but the uterus, the horns | of the uter 
and the fallopian tubes, were well filled with fluid, “— 
had become frozen during the night. It was one 
finest specimens he had ever seen. 
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Mr. LITTLE said he had a case last year which he 
treated for white heifer disease, and he removed a gallon 
of the usual fluid. He afterwards found that the cow 
was in calf at the time. 

Mr. THOMPSON said in some of these cases he did not 
see why a cow should not conceive, particularly when the 
obstruction was close to to the meatus and where the os 
uteri was not involved. 

Mr. HEwSoN said that comparatively recently he had 
had two cases which had been operated on and proved 
incalf. In both there was little difficulty in parturi- 
tioo. In one the farmer could not find the calf. A large 
tumour presented itself, and he found a lot of fluid dis- 
tending the false membrane, and in the centre there was 
a minute opening, and a thick liquid oozing out. The 
os was a little distance inside, and was contracted. He 
brought the calf away alive and all right. The other 
case was similar. In neither was there a stench, and the 
fuid was quite clear. He had advised the owner to 
hurry her on for the butcher, but to his surprise she 
turned out in calf. The calf died shortly afterwards, but 
the cow did well. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG said he did not agree altogether with 
Mr. Garnett that it was the os or the neck of the os that 
was obstructed, in some cases it might be so, but, in the 
post-mortems he had made he always found the false 
membrane, and the os was intact. There had been a 
considerable quantity of fluid in the uterus itself as well 
as between the membrane and the os. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded the 
meeting. 


FIRST CASE UNDER THE INJURIES TO 
ANIMALS ACT 1894. 
ImporTANT DEcIsION. 


[Specially Reported]. 


_ One of the non-jury cases heard by Mr. Justice Bruce 
in No. 7 Court of the Queen’s Bench Division, at the 
Royal Law Courts, Strand, on Friday, the 27th ultimo, 
was that of the London Road Car Company v. Harrison, 
Barber and Co It was an action to recover £36 in re- 
spect of the alleged illegal slaughter of a horse by the 
defendant company, and raised an important point as to 
the construction of a section of the Injuries to Animals 
Act, 1894, 

Mr. W. E. Harrison, Q.C., (with him Mr. Radcliffe), 
ys sa for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Rose-Innes for the 
defendants. 

Mr. Harrison, in opening the case, said this action 
gives rise to a question which, so far as I know, has 
never been determined as to the construction of the In- 
juries to Animals Act 1894. This is a statute which 
enables the police of the metropolis where, as I submit, 
ahorse has been injured by acollision or other accident, 
toexercise certain powers by which the horse can be 

illed and removed, and the real question between my 
learned friend and myself depends upon the construction 
of the statute. Matters are raised in the case about the 
Pleadings but, as I anticipated, the sole question which 
we want your lordship to determine is: What is the 
tue construction of this statute under the circumstances 

at have arisen. The horse in question, one of the 
horses_ belonging to the London Road Car Company, 
Was being driven on the 11th of May last in the usual 
Way about 6.30 p.m., running one of the company’s 
omnibuses. While thus being driven it showed some 
‘Ymptoms of not being quite in order, and the driver 
‘ting that it showed these symptoms of being unwell, 

usferred 41] his passengers to another omnibus of the 
oad Car Company, and proceeded to walk his omnibus 
with the two horses—one of which is the mare in ques- 


tion—back to the stable, the stable being somewhere im 
the neighbourhood of Shoreditch. Before the stable was 
reached—about 150 yards or so distant from it—the mare: 
showed greater symptoms of illness and she lay down in 
the road. Thereupon the driver got her out and left her 
in the road, taking his other horse to the stable. What 
happened to the mare when she was down is the question 
which gives rise to this controversy. A policeman ap- 
peared on the scene, and he said he should send for a 
veterinary surgeon. I think the foreman of the plain 
tiff’s.yard, who had also arrived on the scene, expressed a 
wish to send for the Company’s veterinary surgeon, Mr. 
Brown. The constable said he was not going to wait. 
for him and sent for Mr. Willett, a veterinary surgeon in 
the immediate neighbourhood. Mr. Willett arrived, and 
having looked at the mare gave a certificate. Of course: 
a good deal turns upon the exact certificate, and I will 
call your Lordship’s attention tu it in a moment. Mr. 
Willett signed the certificate and the mare was then 
slaughtered by Messrs. Harrison, Barber and Company,,. 
who are licensed horse slaughterers in London. 

His Lordship (looking at the certificate): I see some 
of the words are struck out. 

Mr. Harrison: Yes, I will call your attention to the 
precise language of the certificate and the words struck 
out, the significance of which will hardly be apparent 
until [ point out the precise language of the statute. The 
defendants having slaughtered this mare, removed the 
carcase on a trolly to the plaintiff company’s stables 
where they got a document signed by the foreman of the 
yard to authorise them to take possession of the carcase. 
[ don’t think anything turns upon that. The sole point 
is: whether upon the fact certified, the defendants 
were justified in slaughtering the mare under the terms 
of the statute. The statute is entitled “An Act to 
enable police constables to cause horses and certain other 
animals, when mortally or seriously injured, to be 
slaughtered.” That is the full title of the Act. There 
is, in this case, no certificate at all that the mare was 
“mortally or seriously injured.” Those words, as your 
Lordship observes, are struck out in the certificate 
which Mr. Willett gave. The wording of the certificate 
is: “I find the animal is suffering from azoturia (paraly- 
sis) and I consider it to be cruel to keep it alive.” 
Azoturia is a disease like paralysis. It affects a con- 
siderable number of horses from time to time employed 
in the city of London and elsewhere, particularly omni- 
bus horses who, of course, are subject to a good deal of 
strain in the hinder quarters. Azoturia is, I submit, no 
injury at all. It is a mere form of disease, and the 
question arises, therefore, whether, when a mare or horse 
in the public streets suffers only from a disease, the Act 
applies to them ; or whether it is, as [ submit, confined in 
its operation to cases where an animalisinjured by collision 
oraccidentof any kind and is, therefore, an objectexciting 
public sympathy because of the hemorrhage that ensues, 
or because it has sustained a broken leg or other injury 
disabling it. The question is whether the application 
of the statute is not confined to cases of this description. 
If the Act were extended to disease, it would confer a 
much larger jurisdiction upon the police. Azoturia, as I 
shall prove by witnesses, is a disease or affection which 
affects horses used in omnibus traffic, and the plaintiffs 
have a regular system of dealing with these cases. They 
have a proper float specially designed to get a horse, 
simply lying down, on to it and conveyed to its stable. 
The proper method of dealing with a horse or mare 
suffering from this particular affection is to have its 
urine at once drawn because its bladder is infected. This 


is one of the diagnostic tests by which it may be ascer- 


tained whether an animal is suffering from this disease 
or not. When a horse falls down or collapses it is al- 
ways, from a cursory inspection, difticult to tell from 
what it is suffering, and until a proper diagnosis is 
made, the proper procedure is to convey the horse on 
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the float to the stables, there to be examined by a com- 
petent veterinary surgeon who always deals with these 
cases for the Road Car Company, and who will tell you 
from his large experience, that a large percentage of 
horses —70 to 75 per cent.—recover when they are so 
affected. The constable called in Mr. Willett who came 
to the conclusion that this mare was suffering from 
azoturia. Let us see if we can find the meaning of the 
statute. The first indication of that meaning is to be 
found in the title of the Act. “ An act to enable police 
constables to cause horses or other animals when mortally 
or seriously injured, to be slaughtered.” Then as to its 
short title it is enacted, “That this Act may be cited for 
all purposes as ‘ The injury to Animals Act.’” Well, I say 
what this mare suffered from was disease and not injury 
at all. The Act goes on to say, “If a police constable 
finds any horse, mule, or ass so severely injured that it 
cannot without cruelty be led away, he shall, if the 
owner is absent or refuses to consent to the destruction 
of the animal, at once summon a duly registered veteri- 
nary sirgeon if any such surgeon resides within a reason- 
able distance, and if it appears by the certificate of such 
surgeon that the animal is mortally injured or so severely 
that it is cruelty to keep it alive, it shall be lawful for 
the police constable, without the consent of the owner, 
to slaughter the animal or cause it to be slaughtered.” 
‘This Act enables a police constable to interfere with a 
person’s right of property in his own horse or mare and 
must, therefore, be strictly construed. If it appears by 
the certificate of the surgeon that the animal is “ mortally 
injured or so severely that it is cruel to keep it alive, 
then you may do certain things. The words which Mr. 
Willett struck out in the form of certificate are that’ it is 
“ mortally or so severely injured that itis.” Hence I sub- 
mit that this certificate is defective, altogether wrong. 
He could not have properly certified the condition des- 
cribed in the deleted words. I do not think Mr. Willett 
was wrong in striking out those words. It is untrue to 
say that the beast was “mortally or severely injured.” 
He could not have given the kertificate properly in that 
form at all, but the consequence is that this certificate, 
the foundation of the whole jurisdiction of the police 
to intervene, is illegal. There being no proper certificate 
the Act is wholly inequitable, and consequently Messrs. 
Harrison, Barber, & Co., having in fact slaughtered the 
animal, they are responsible to us for its value. That 
is my contention, my lord, and I do not see how there 
can be any answer to the argument I put before your 
lordship. The language of the section is perfectly plain: 
“Tf it appears by the certificate of the surgeon that the 
animal is mortally or so severely injured that it is cruel 
to keep it alive.” That is exactly what does not appear 
by this certificate at all, and could not properly appear. 
I suppose that this statute was designed to meet such a 
hypothetical case as this: a horse run into with the re- 
sult of a broken leg, or a pole striking it near the region 
of the heart causing it to tumble down and rendering it 
unable to stand. Then, the statute gives no right of 
slaughter unless through its injuries the animal cannot 
without cruelty be led away. In this case [ do not sup- 
pose anybody will suggest that it would have keen cruel 
to have placed this beast on a trolly in the ordinary way 
and thus removed it. 
His Lordship : Where was the cruelty to take it up ? 
Mr. Harrison (continuing): If a police constable finds 
any horse so severely injured that it cannot, without 
cruelty be led away, then he shall, if the owner refuses 
to consent to the destruction, summon a surgeon and the 
surgeon is to certify, that the animal is mortally injured 
or so severely that it is cruel to keep it alive. In no way, 
I submit to your lordship, does a horse suffering from 
disease of this kind come within the purview of this 
section. It isdirected to something in the nature of an 
accident, it is not directed to disease at all. A case of 
disease is sometimes difficult of diagnosis, and, I submit, 


is excluded from the jurisdiction of a police constable 
who does not know much about the nature of a horse. 

His Lordship: But in no case is the constable to pro- 
ceed without tho certificate. 

Mr. Harrison: In no case to egecoe without the 
certificate, and then you see what the certificate is to be. 
It must state that the animal is “mortally injured or go 
severely that it iscruel to keep it alive.” Directly we 
come to this certificate, we find that the words required 
by the statute are struck out, and properly struck out 
because they could not be truly inserted. 

His Lordship: You say there was no authority to 
slaughter the animal ? 

Mr. Harrison: No authority that I know of. 

His Lordship: Is there any case upon the Act. 

Mr. Harrison : No case that I know of. As to the 
value of the mare. When green, before she was trained, 
she cost £36. Then she had to be trained and all the 
rest and this would increase her value to, say, £45 or 
£50. So far as we can understand from our experience 
of these cases, she would probably have recovered in six 
weeks or two months had she been properly treated. 

His Lordship: Suppose she had not recovered and 
died within a fortnight ? 

Mr. Harrison: The chances are she would have re- 
covered. Mr Brown, the Company’s veterinary surgeon, 
will tell you that the mare was in an extremely good 


condition. This state of affairs is not at all uncommon ; 


and a large proportion of the cases recover. Undoubtedly 
the mare would,.to some extent, be affected in her value 
by the fact that she had this particular form of com- 
plaint. Therefore I submit that the proper value to 

ut upon her is £36, the price we originally paid for her. 

r. Innes agrees to that. 1 think I need only, then, call 
evidence as to what azoturia is. ‘ 

Mr. | : Ishall object to that evidence being given. 
It is perfectly immaterial what the disease or injury was 
that the horse was suffering from. 

His Lordship: Do you say this was a disease and not 
an injury. a 

Mr. Innes: I shy disease is, for the purposes of this 
Act of Parliament, assumed as injury. The Act was 
intended to cover the word “disease,” and I have 
authority to show that. ; 

Mr. Harrison : I do not know that it is not desirable 
to prove as a medical matter that in this case a disease 
and not an injury isinvolved. My friend says it 1s 1m- 
material, but I think it must be taken. 

Mr. Charles Watson William Brown, called and ex- 
amined by Mr. Radcliffe : 

You are a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons ?—Yes, 

You know this mare ?-- Yes. : 

Was she about eight years old ?—I think she was nine 
or ten years old. 

Are you one of the veterinary surgeons employed by 
the London Road Car Company /—Yes. . 

And as such have you had a large experience of this 
complaint azoturia ?—Yes, very large. 

Mr. Innes: I formally object to this evidence being 
taken. I submit, under the statute, that this evidence Is 
not relevant. . iam 

His Lordship : Yes, I note your objection. “rn 

Mr. Radcliffe to witness: How would azoturia 
properly described from a medical point of view—as 
disease or injury /—-A disease. 

Is it curable 7— Yes. yea 

His Lordship: Just tell me the nature of the ——— 
—Itis a disease affecting the blood, my Lord. | It is ana 
sidered to be due to a large amount of nitrogene 
material in the blood. 

What part of the system is affected !—It affects the 
muscles of the quarters. They get spasms of the mu 
of the quarters and a oa affects them. 

The hind quarters !—The hind quarters. 
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And this causes paralysis of the muscles ?—Paralysis 


follows spasms of the muscles. 


Mr. Radcliffe: Does the disease also affect the bladder ? 
—Yes, in some cases the horse or mare is unable to 
urinate. In other cases the animals can do so. 

What proportion of cases in your experience recover / 
--From 65 to 70 per cent. 

Are omnibus horses very subject to azoturia ’—Yes, 


very subject. 


Have youin your yards of the London Road Car Com- 
pany proper appliances, special floats for raising horses 
and conveying them back to the stable and so on ?—We 
have. 

And proper appliances for dealing with them when they 
get home /—Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Innes: This complaint, or in- 
jury, or disease, by whatever name it may be known, is 
it more frequent in mares than in horses !—I don’t think 
so. Some people, however, have that opinion. 

Mr. Innes: That is your view. Of course, your lord- 
ship understands that fon cross-examining under cover 
of my objection. 

His Lordship: Certainly. 

Mr. Innes: This percentage of 65 or 70 of recoveries : 
is it taking them collectively, partially, or as a whole 7— 
Yes, taking the wholevof the cases. 

Supposing that azotaria takes the mare in both hind 
pase is not the pereentage of recovery very low !— 

t would be lower than where one quarter only was 
affected. 

What do you put the percentage at in these cases /— 
Icould not say definitely but I should say, perhaps, it 
would go as low down as 30 per cent. 

Not a good deal lower? Is not a case of recovery 
when a horse is attacked in both hind quarters, extremely 
rare7—I very rarely get them affected in both hind 
quarters. I have had a few. 

How many of these cases have come under your ex- 
perience could hardly say ; [ should think perhaps 
not more than six or seven. 

And out of the six or seven how many recoveries !—I 

have no record. 
‘No record of any recovery at all! Give me your pro- 
fessional assistance here because [ am wandering about 
in the shade. The objective symptoms of this com- 
plaint are first of all that the horse is seized very 
suddenly ?— Yes. 

1? loses power in both its hind legs /—In one or 

th. 


Does it then necessarily fall to the ground ?—Not 
hecessarily. 

But generally ’—-Very frequently it does. 

Isit able to rise again when attacked in both quarters / 
—Not at the time ; not for some three or four days. 

Is it true that some animals when attacked in both 
— die very rapidly ?—Yes, sometimes they die 
rapidly, 

This particular mare was attacked in both quarters 
was she not ?—I don’t know, I did not see her. 

Can you tell me whether you had a horse attacked 

Is way as recently as last Sunday ?—Yes. 

Was that in one or both legs ?—I did not see that one— 

was not there. 

You go by information !—I didn’t hear of it. The horse 
Was not in my district at all. 

0 you know how long 1t was before relief came—be- 
fore the float was brought ?--I don’t know, I think 
about three hours. There was a mistake in the 
Message, 

Mr. Harrison : I suppose you have no records of 
actual recoveries distinguishing between those in both 
(uarters and those in only one /—I have not. 

this the first case, so far as you are aware, of any 
slaughtering by the police in connection with your 


horses suffering from azoturia !—It is the first case that 
I know of. 

You have had very great experience in these things, 
and so far as you are aware this is a new departure as it 
were, slaughtering a horse for azoturia ?—Yes. 

His Lordship : But the Act was only passed in 1894. 
It is not so very long since it came into operation. It is 
admitted that the horse was slaughtered ? 

Mr. Harrison : Yes, those matters are all admitted by 
my learned friend. Mv friend is as anxious as I am to 
get a decision upon the construction of the statute, upon 
the assumption that the horse was slaughtered in the way 
I have pointed out to your Lordship. 

Mr. Innes: Of course your Lordship’s decision in this 
case is one which will guide for the future in these 
matters, and is one of immense importance to others as 
well as to the slaughterers represented, as it were, by my 
clients who, when they receive a certificate and state- 
ment of a police constable, are placed in an extremely 
difficult position as to doubts that may be raised as to 
what the certificate is and what the police constable 
has done. The question is of equal importance to the 
police placed in charge of the streets, and who on seeing 
an accident or injury to a horse are required to call ina 
registered veterinary surgeon. This is the safeguard 
which the law provides between the police and the 
slaughterer, so that the rights of private property may 
not be infringed. I shall call first of all the police con- 
stable who will tell you what he found in the street 
what struck him as the condition of the animal, and | 
do not suppose there is any charge of mala jides or of 
mistake even. He will tell you the condition in which 
he found the animal, and what his instructions are from 
the Police Commissioner. 

His Lordship: I am afraid that the instructions of the 
Police Commissioner cannot be put in. 

Mr. Innes: Well, instructions are given, and the police 
constable bona jide believing that the horse’s condition 
is one aimed at by the Act of Parliament, proceeds in 
the regular way to summon a veterinary surgeon—to 
quote the words of the “ Act” a duly registered veteri- 
nary surgeon, if any such resides within a reasonable 
distance. Mr. Willett was within a reasonable distance 
and was called. He examined the mare, and formed 
the opinion that it was cruel to keep the animal alive, 
and the constable came to the conclusion that it could not 
be led away without cruelty. Then the mare was slaugh- 
tered under the certificate given and produced to the 
slaughterman. I do not agree that the object of this Act 
was merely to provide for animals suddenly injured in 
the street. The purpose of the Act, I submit, was the 
prevention of cruelty to animals. The seizure of this 
mare by azoturia, and its fall in the street in the sight 
of passers by, and its inability to rise brings it, I submit, 
within provision of the Act which cannot be constructed 
by words cited without their context. The Act in the 
first place establishes a sort of special emergency tri- 
bunal consisting of the constable and the veterinary 
surgeon. The constable has, in the first place, to find a 
horse so severely injured that it cannot, without cruelty, 
be led away. I submit that that must mean in the 
opinion of the constable. He has the regulation of the 
street traffic, and has to see that no obstruction is caused. 
He arrived at the conclusion that this mare was so 
severely injured that it could not, without cruelty, be led 
away. The learned counsel went on to contend that it 
was not necessary to retain in the certificate the words 
struck out in order to make it lawful for a person to 
claim immunity against such an action as the present, 
and that it was a sufficient justification for the issuing of 
the certificate and consequent slaughter of the mare, 
that the disease, or complaint, or injury from which it 
suffered rendered it cruel to keep it alive. The certifi- 
cate of Mr. Willett ran :—“I was called by P.C. John 
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Whittle, 59G., to Great Eastern Street to examine a bay 
mare which was believed to be seriously injured. I find 
that the animal is suffering from azoturia (paralysis) and 
consider it cruel to keep it alive, and therefore advise 
its immediate slaughter.” 

His Lordship : So, according to your construction, it 
is enough that the veterinary surgeon says it is suffering 
= 2 disease, and “I consider it cruel to keep it 
alive. 

Mr. Innes : I submit that that would be sufficient, but 
I submit with moreconfidencestill that where he describes 
the disease— 

His Lordship: Paralysis. 

Mr. Innes (continuing) : And adds his opinion that, in 
those circumstances, it is cruel to keep the animal alive, 
he is entirely acting within the statute. In dealing with 
the case of a veterinary surgeon you are dealing in a 
different case entirely from that of a police constable, 
who can only act as an ordinary human being with 
average intelligence. The veterinary surgeon, who is 
placed as the ultimate stop to slaughter, is an expert. 
And not any veterinary surgeon or farrier is to be called 
but a duly registered practitioner. 

His Lordship: But it may be the surgeon has only 
power to act where there has been an injury, something 
sudden. Disease may be gradual and of slow growth. 
Injury generally is the result of something sudden. 

Mr. Innes : Iwill take the Imperial dictionary’s defi- 
nition of the word “injury.” 

His Lordship : Is the Imperial dictionary any author- 
ity? Ihave got Johnson here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Innes: I am quite content to take Johnson’s 
definition. 

"9 Lordship : But what does the Imperial dictionary 
say 

Mr. Innes: “Injury is to do harm to, to impair the 
excellence, full strength of, etc. To hurt, to damage, 
and to wound as of a person, to impair soundness as of 
health.” Those are the wordsyI tely upon “to impair 
soundness as of health.” I use those words having re- 
gard to the cross-examination of the last witness, and 
the remarks he madeas tothe character of this so-called 
“ disease.” Mr. Innes submitted that the object of the 
Act was to provide against the cruelty and suffering of 
animals in the public streets, and that part of this object 
would be defeated if his friend’s narrow construction of 
the statute were allowed, seeing that as much. if not 
more suffering, might result from the sudden seizure of 
an animal by paralysis, by falling down in the street, 
and by its ineffectual struggles to rise, as from injury 
the consequence of an external accident. The only case 
he found in connection with the use of the word injury 
arose under the 7th section of the 17 and 18 Vict., Cap. 
31—the Railway and Canali Traffic Regulation Act. 
Under this, cattle delayed in transit were fonnd, by Lord 
Chief Justice Cockburn, Mr. Justice Compton concurr- 
ing, to have been “injured” by reason of want of food 
and water. 

His Lordship : But the cattle did not die? 

Mr. Innes: No, my lord. 

His Lordship: In this case there was external cause 
to produce injury. 

Mr. Harrison : The exact “loss” or “ injury” here was 
occasioned by neglect or default of the defendants’ 
servants. Of course, starving the cattle would be “ in- 
jury ” occasioned by neglect. 

Mr. Innes: The words cited by my friend as to the 
cause of the injury are immaterial, if the constable in the 
present case finds the animal injured, and injured within 
the meaning of the statute last cited—the 17th and 18th 
Victoria. 

His Lordship: But the injury in the case cited was 
produced by some external cause. 

Mr. Innes : But surely that cannot affect the construc- 
tion placed upon the word “injury” if the intention of 


the legislature was that an animal suffering in the street. 
should be relieved of its suffering. It does not matter 


whether the cause is external or internal. Suppose the 
case of an animal that received an injury the day before 
and no objective symptoms whatever. It suddenly falls 


down and begins to moan, and evinces symptoms of 


pete. The constable is not in a position to know what 
as re the day before. Is he to leave— 
His Lordship (interposing): Supposing a man drops 
down dead in the street from heart disease of long stand- 
ing, do you say he died from injury ? 


Mr. Innes: In one sense of the word “yes,” in the 


sense in which my friend means it, “no.” The man dies 
not from active injury but from something which ren- 
dered his life less certain. I say the word “ injury ” must 


not be taken in this Act of Parliament as being the sense: 


which we ordinarily apply to it. It may be (if I may 
use the expression) not an active but a latent injury, and 
if that was not the meaning of the legislature (and they 
must be assumed to have had in their mind the decision 
of Lord Chief Justice Cockburn just cited) then the 
effect of this Act of Parliament so far as a great number 
of cases are concerned—the present one for example—is 
nugatory, the constable is helpless, and the veterinary 
surgeon impotent, however great the suffering of an ani- 
mal, because such suffering is not caused by something 
running against it or by another animal kicking it. And 
so the poor beast has to lie suffering where it falls. | 
submit that that was not the object of the Legislature in 
passing this Act. 

Mr. Harrison : I think I ought to object to the evi- 
dence of the police constable. I do not think it carries 
the matter one bit further. If anything it is an attempt 
to substitute the police constable for your lordship, invit- 
ing him to tell us what he thinks about this mare. We 
are anxious to get your lordship’s decision. 

His lordship: I do not see how any circular of instruc- 
tions issued by the police can in any way extend the 
meaning of an Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Harrison: I am not saying the constable acted 
wrongly. 

His Lordship: He acted quite properly, He called 
in the veterinary surgeon and the latter gave his 
opinion. 

Mr. Innes: I tender the constable’s evidence and ask 
your lordship to take it. I propose to take his evidence 
very shortly, and probably your lordship will deal with 
the objection afterwards. 

Police Constable John Whittle, 59 G., examined by Mr. 
Innes: On the 11th of May last were you on point duty 
in Curtain Road ?—Yes. 

At about six in the evening did you see one of the 
omnibuses of the London Road Car Company /—Yes. 

Was it drawn by two horses ?—Yes, sir. 

Did you see a bay mare fall ?—Yes, sir. 

Was that one of the two horses 7—Yes. 

Did you look at it ?— Yes. 

And did you observe its hind quarters ?—I saw it fall 
and heard it commence to moan and breathe very 
heavily. I informed the omnibus company’s yard fore- 
man of the occurrence and he came to the spot. I ask 
him what he intended doing. He replied that he had no 
other power than to call their own veterinary ng 
who was at Westminster. I asked him “ Why not ca 
the veterinary surgeon here.” He replied “I have no 
power to do so; if you want a veterinary surgeon V 
one yourself.” Upon that I sent a constable for Mr. 
Willett. ‘des 

He is a duly registered veterinary surgeon and resl 
close to the spot where this took place !—Yes, s!r. 

So far as you could see what condition did the ma 
appear to be in when she lay on the groun , 

Mr. Harrison : I think I ought to object to one bit 

His Lordship: We will take it ; but I do not thin 
is evidence at all. : 
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Mr. Innes : When the mare was on the ground what 


condition did you think her to be in !—Witness: From 
the moaning I thought she was in grevt pain. 


Did she make any attempt to rise /—She seemed un- 
able tv do so. She seemed to have no power in her hind 


quarters or back. 


I believe you duly reported the matter in accordance 
with your duty to the police station /—Yes. 

Mr. Harrison : I don’t ask you anything. 

Mr. John Willett, assistant to Mr. Kitchen, veterinary 
surgeon, 156 Worship Street, and himself a duly regis- 
tered practitioner, deposed to examining the mare and 
finding her lying on the ground paralysed in both hind 


quarters. She had muscular spasms in both hind quar- 


ters and was perspiring profusely, her pulse was very 
feeble, and the mucous membrane much engorged. 

Mr. Innes: Now in the condition in which you found 
that mare would it have been possible to have led it 
away {—No. 

Would it have been cruel to do so?—It would have 
been quite impossible. 

Now, having made your examination you gave the 


certificate handed to my lord ?—I gave that certificate, 


Yes. 


Does that certificate correctly represent the conclu- | ; 
| question) appears to be regular. 


sions to which you came as to questions of cruelty and 
injury ?—I formed the conclusion that the animal would 
not recover and that it ought, therefore, to be slangh- 
tered. 


You have heard the evidence of Mr. Brown, called for | 


the plaintiffs ?—Yes. 

Do you agree with him that in cases of azoturia attack- 
ing both hind quarters, instances of recovery are very 
rare _— Very rare when the attack is in both hind quar- 
ters as in this case. 

And that the disease attacks the animal very suddenly ? 
—Quite suddenly. 

he usual course is that it falls to the ground and is 
unable to rise again ?— Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Harrison: Do you know, Mr. 
Willett, that the London Road Car Company have a float 
specially constructed to carry off horses that cannot rise 
from the ground !—Yes, I know that. 

That is the usual practice with both the Road Car and 
General Omnibus Companies ?— Yes. 

I suppose it is the usual course for horses affected in 
“ way to be raised and taken to their stables ?—-Not 
always. 

Itis the usual course ?—Yes. 

I suppose you know both the omnibus companies have 
large establisments in which sick horses are treated and 
dealt with ?—I do. 

They possess larger facilities than almost anybody else 
for the recovery of sick horses ?—Yes. 

Now I understand you to say that it would have been 
quite impossible for this mare to have got up again ?— 

ute impossible. 

id you draw the urine of the animal /—I did not. 

Is it not a usual and proper course to adopt to draw 
the urine is, 

Why didn’t you do that ?—In the first place the ani- 
mal’s pulse was so feeble that I could see it would not 

t long, and secondly it is not usual to draw animals’ 
urinein the street amid a crowd. Z 

Is not the urine coffee coloured when an animal is 
suffering from this disease ?—It is, 

T'don’t know how you came to the conclusion that 
this mare was suffering from this particular disease if 
you didn’t draw the urine ?—That is one of the diagnos- 
tie methods. 

Is it not the usual, proper, natural one ?—The nervo- 
Muscular spasr-s below the loins is another symptom 
which cannot be missed if it is at all marked. 


Robert Whiffin, examined by Mr. Innes: You are a 
slaughterman in the employ of the defendants /—Yes. 

Did you slaughter this mare ?—Yes, sir. 

At the request of the police constable and under the 
certificate handed in ?—Yes, sir. 

Mr. Harrison : I have nothing to ask you. 

Mr. Innes: That is my case, my lord. That is the 
defendant’s case. I do not wish to repeat the arguments 
I have placed before your lordship. It is quite unneces- 
sary [am sure. The only other point I would take is 
this: in any event this action is not properly brought 
against the defendants, Messrs. Harrison, Barber, and 
Co. They have acted upon documents and upon instruc- 
tions that, — the face of them, appear to be sufficient. 

His Lordship: What is the connection of Mr. Whiffin 
with Harrison, Barber and Co. ? 

Mr. Innes: He is a man whoactually does the slaugh- 
tering. He is their servant. 

P a Lordship: They are responsible for what he 
oes 

Mr. Innes: Undoubtedly. I say the defendants are 
not the proper defendants here because they have acted 
upon instructions under which it was proper to act 


according to the statute, and under a certificate which, 
upon the face of it (whether rightly or wrongly is another 


His Lordship: That appears to be the whole point, 
whether the certificate is, on the face of it, regular. 

Mr. Innes: Your lordship has heard my argument 
upon that point. I submit that the defendants are not 
the proper defendants because they have acted, so far as 
they are concerned, under the statute, whether the certi- 
ficate is rightly or wrongly given. There may be a 
remedy against the veterinary surgeon or the policeman, 
but I cannot see that they acted negligently or collusive- 
ly. You have heard my argument as to the word 
“injury.” I say under the circumstances, and particu- 
larly having regard to the evidence of the last witness 
but one, the veterinary surgeon, it is quite clear that the 
horse was actually injured, and was lying injuredin the 
street when he examined it. 

Mr. Harrison : I quite agree that the sole question is 
the validity of the certificate. If the certificate is in 
order then the statute provides that anybody acting 
under the statute may—empowered to act under the law 
—may interfere with an owner’s right of property. The 
slaughter being conceded, the question arises whether 
the defendants justified themselves under the statute. 
That throws me back upon the argument presented by 
my learned friend. First of all it seems fairly clear that 
my learned friend’s definition cited to your lordship 
rather assists me than goes against me. The definition 
of injury, according to the Imperial dictionary, as 
“damage or wound to the person,” applies to certain 
other subjects. We talk about injury to health. 

His Lordship: Or to reputation. 

Mr Harrison: Or injury to reputation, or you may 
talk about injury to the person or injury in connection 
with other subject matters. What your lordship has to 
determine here is the meaning of injury in connection 
with this particular statute. ‘Hence to cite the word 
“injury” in another Act of Parliament which is directed 
to relations of a totally different kind, has, [ submit, 
not in any way assisted your lordship in finding out 
what is the meaning of the word “injury.” When my 
learned friend cites the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
where the Legislature are dealing with contracts be- 
tween a carrier and a consignee, carrier and consignee 
relations of contract, and, therefore, dealing with the 
word injury in connection with contract, I submit to 
your lordship he in no way assists when he brings in 
the word injury in connection with a different subject 
matter altogether. The actual language of the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Act is “injury to a horse, cattle, or 
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servants.” Of course, in dealing with the word “ injury ? 
arising out of the relations between a contractor and a 
contract, and arising out of a breach of that contract, the 
word “injury” might well receive a different or larger 
interpretation than when it is used in relation to a totally 
different subject matter altogether. So far from that 
argument assisting my learned friend, I think it tells 
against him. Upon the evidence it appears that this 
mare was clearly suffering from a disease. According to 
the interpretation put upon this statute by my learned 
friend, if a single horse in a public thoroughfare appears 
to be suffering from any complaint or disease of any kind 
which, in the opinion of a veterinary surgeon called sud- 
denly in to look at it, renders it cruel to keep it alive, 
he (the surgeon) can cause it to be slaughtered. This is 
an enormous jurisdiction to confer upon any chance 
veterinary surgeon who may be summoned by the police 
at any moment. Such powers as those conferred or sup- 
posed to be conferred by the Legislature ought, I submit 
(seeing they are in derogation of the rights of property 
in a particular individual) ought to be conferred in the 
clearest and most unambiguous terms. This statute 
must be interpreted with reference to this fact, which 
my learned friend seems not to have brought to your 
lordship’s attention. There are statutes which render it 
penal for anybody to work a horse which is in an unfit 
condition. Your lordship will recollect that there are 
constantly summonses for working horses suffering from 
some form of disease, which it is cruel to work. There 
are daily numerous summonses against owners and 
drivers heard in the metropolis where they are charged 
with sending out animals in a condition in which it is 
cruel to work them, or in a state that renders them unfit 
to be worked. And it must be taken that the Legisla- 
ture has tried to prevent, and does successfully prevent, 
by fine and imprisonment, the working of horses suffering 
from disease. 
Mr. Innes: That does not affect the horse suffering 
from injury. , 
Mr. Harrison (continuing): It shows that as re- 
ards disease we have already got an Act of Parliament, 
it shows that the legislature has dealt with the case of 
horses suffering from disease or exposed to pain from 
being worked in an unfit condition. I submit to 
your lordship that the language is used in such a 
way as to confine it in its application because the Statute 
is one, as I have already said, in derogation of an owner’s 
rights of property. It was never, I submit, intended by 
the legislature to enable any chance veterinary surgeon 
or police constable to slip in and deprive an owner of a 
valuable horse of this kind without giving him any 
chance to.get the animal well. “ Mortally or severely 
injured” points to an external cause as producing the 
injury. Nobody, in ordinary phraseology, would talk of 
a man who falls dead in the street from heart disease, as 
having died from injury ; and equally, nobody would 
talk of a horse that dies from spasms or some other in- 
ternal complaint, as a horse dying from injury. ‘The 
ordinary method of describing its death would be to say 
that it died from the disease so-and-so, whatever it hap- 
pens to be.. How does the Act proceed. It speaks of 
the Act being cited as “The Injured,” not the diseased, 
“ Animals Act.” “If a police constable finds a horse 
so severely injured that it cannot without cruelty be led 
away.” That points, I submit, to something sudden or 
unexpected arising, an emergency arising from an ex- 
ternal injury against which the most prudent owner can- 
not provide within a reasonable time. The whole object 
is to protect the public against cruelty being committed 
under their eyes, owing to a sudden emergency arising 
with which the owner cannot reasonably be expected to 
deal. Inthe important business of omnibus traffic we 
know that occasionally the companies’ horses get injured. 
That is an event against which the owners cannot pro- 
vide. You can provide against working a horse in a 


diseased condition. You should never send him out at 
all. But in a sudden emergency, against which you can- 
not provide, the legislature says, we will supply this 
special tribunal to deal with such emergency which in- 
flicts pain and suffering to this beast, and is also offensive 
to the public eye. My learned friend says the striking 
ont from the certificate of the words “mortally injured 
or so severely that it is cruel to keep it alive” is imma- 
terial. He has no right to say the deletion of these 
words, the express words nsed in the Act of Parliament, 
is immaterial. The legislature, [ submit, had very good 
reason for putting these words in, and to ask your lord- 
ship to treat these words as immaterial is to invite you 
to make acomplete departure from the proper construc- 
tion of this Statute, every word of which ought to have 
due weight and significance given to it. I submit that 
so far from those words being immaterial, they are most 
material ascarrying out the intention of the legislature 
applying this particular code to an emergency which or- 
dinary and reasonable horse-owners cannot anticipate. 
I think I have conveyed to your lordship what my argu- 
ment is, and I do not think any repitetion would carry it 
a bit further. I submit for those reasons | am entitled 
to judgment. As todamages we agree to £36. 

Mr. Innes: One word of explanation. I say that 
the striking out of the words “ mortally or severely in- 
jured ” was immaterial if otherwise the certificate showed 


on the face of it that the animal was sufferingin sucha ' 


way that it is cruel to keep it alive. 
His Lordship: In this case the matter lies in a small 
compass but no doubt an important question is involved, 
and it seems to depend entirely upon the issue : was the 
certificate given in accordance with the Act of Parlia- 
ment. Now, it seems to me beyond all doubt that the 
Act of Parliament was intended to meet cases where 
horses or certain other animals mentioned in the act, are 
mortally or severely injured, and I think when they 
speak of an “injured” horse it means something else 
than a diseased horse. It seems to me that almost every 
section of the act points to an animal being mortally or 
severely injured,—so severely injured that it is cruel to 
keep it alive ; and, although I do not wish to attempt 
an exhaustive definition of the word “injury.” I think it 
means injury by some external cause, by some accident, 
by some external act, some sudden event which happens 
in the street causing mischief to the animal, and I think 
it is intended to limit the power given under the act 
when injury from some external cause is suddenly done 
tosome animal in the street. I think I am confirmed in 
this view by the fact that about the same time this act 
was passed, or rather the following month parliament 
passed another act containing very careful provisions 
about the diseases of animals, and giving powers In the 
sase of diseased animals to slaughter them under 
authority. Therefore [ think the legislature had in 
view both injured and diseased animals, thus treated 
separately. The power given by the Injured Animals 
Act applies to horses which are injured by some externa 
event, and I do not think ‘it is correct to say that a horse 
which falls down from disease is an injured horse within 
the meaning of this Act of Parliament. This certificate, It 
seems to me, does not comply with the provisions of - 
Act of Parliament. The Act of Parliament, 00 o> 
gives very great power to any veterinary surgeon W 4 
may be called in, to interfere with private property, net 
I think it is of the utmost importance that when an #¢ 
of Parliament gives these great powers, that the a fo 
it gives should be exercised carefully. When the pl 
lature gives these powers, it gives the powers under von ; 
tain conditions and those conditions ought to be ney 
fully watched and, in order that the slaughter may hed 
justified, a certiticate should be given that, in the — i 
of the veterinary surgeon, the animal is — A it 
jured or so severely injured that it is cruelty to “ae 
alive.” Now the veterinary surgeon in this case 
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properly struck those words out of the certificate. I say 
properly because he was of opinion, no doubt he was 
rightly of opinion, that the horse was not “mortally in- 
jured or “severely injured,” although he was of opinion 
‘that it was cruel to keep it alive because of the disease 
afflicting it. Yet he was not of opinion that it was 
mortally or severely injured. Therefore, I think he was 
unable to give the certificate and did not give the certifi- 
cate which could alone justify the slaughter of the horse. 
Therefore I give judgment for the £36 claimed with 
costs. 

Mr. Harrison: I have arranged with my friend as to 
an appeal if he cares to carry the case further. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN NORFOLK. 
MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


On Saturday, April 28th, a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Norfolk County Council was held at 
the Shirehall, Norwich, under the presidency of Mr. W. 
D. Everington, for the purpose of further considering 
the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in the county. 
The members of the committee attended in strong force. 
Capt. McIlwaine, one of the inspectors of the Board of 
Agriculture, was also present, and addressed the meeting 
upon the position of affairs in the county. 


STATEMENT BY THE INSPECTOR. 


Capt. McIlwaine said that on Friday 21 of the cattle 
belonging to Mr. Sutton, at Freethorpe, were slaughtered 
by order of the Board, which was the earliest possible 
moment at which this could be undertaken. He went to 
the marshes on Thursday evening with the intention of 
shooting the cattle himself, but they were so wild that 
he could not get near them. However, on Friday they 
were pole-axed, and drawn into holes dug by a gang of 
men supplied by the Corporation of Yarmouth. The 
carcases were now covered with some five or six tons of 
lime, but this was not sufficient, and more would be 
added that day, until there was at least a foot of lime 
over the top of every portion of the animals. When this 
was done the holes would be filled in, and the places 
where the animals were killed and the ground over which 
the carcases were drawn would be, as far as possible, dis- 
infected. The Board of Agriculture had issued orders 
for the slaughter of 40 other cattle belonging to Mr. Sut- 
ton, which stood on the next marsh to which the twenty- 
one which had been killed had done. They would have 
to be slaughtered where they stood, which meant the 
erection of a temporary slaughterhouse. Preparations 
were being made as quickly as possible, and he hoped 

@ animals would be slaughtered on Tuesday. Butchers 
were coming from London, and every precaution would 

taken, as far as possible, to see that no infection was 
‘arried away by anyone concerned with the slaughter. 

€carcases would be dressed on the spot, and then sent 
to market, and the offals would be buried. 

Mr. Garrett Taylor : You had said nothing about allow- 
ing the cattle to go on to the ground. 

_ Capt. McIlwaine : I know nothing about that. The 
Inspector, continuing, said that the Board of Agriculture 
telegraphed to him to represent to the meeting a message 

ey had received to the effect that illegal movement of 
cattle had taken place within the district declared by 

€ Board in defiance of police regulations and every- 
thing else. He was directed to ask the committee for 
then co-operation and assistance in carrying into effect 
rs order the Board had unfortunately felt it necessary 

make. He heard that cattle had been moved in ignor- 
ance, but he would not like to vouch for that, nor was 


he much impressed with the statement that the cattle 
had been moved before the orders were thoroughly 
understood. A defiant attitude had been taken by some 
people, and the Board of Agriculture asked the com- 
mittee to help them to enforce the law. He had seen 
the Chief Constable of the county, who had assured him 
that he would do all he could, bat it rested, of course, 
principally with the Executive Committee. . 

The Chairman : That is one of the topics we are going 
to discuss to-day. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Oldman, the Inspector 
said that the Board had made no infected area, but had 
merely prescribed a district. It was the duty of the 
—_ as the local authority, to declare an infected 

ace, 

Mr. Sapwell (addressing Capt. McIlwaine): Why can- 
not you make the Freethorpe farm an infected place as 
well as the marsh ? é 

The Inspector : The Board has not made any infected 
ages The marsh has been declared an infected place 

y your order. I suggest that the committee should 
make the Freethorpe a as well as the marsh an in- 
fected place. 

Mr. Wright : Haveany steps been taken to inspect the 
700 cattle that passed through Mr. Sutton’s yards? 

The Inspector: The Board has sent two veterinary 
surgeons of their own to act with the local veterinary in- 
spectors. One is at present resident at Reedham and the 
other at Yarmouth. What their instructions are I do 
not know, but I expect they are the same as before, 
namely, to visit the marshes with the view to the earliest 
detection of disease. 

Mr. Bugden : Is the veterinary staff sufficient ? 

The Inspector : Oh, please ! . 

The Clerk (Mr. Davies) said that at Mr. Shipley’s 
suggestion he was going to ask the committee to author- 
ise him to make a representation to the Board of Agri- 
culture, that they should add to the staff of veterinary 
inspectors, so that all the cattle on the marshes might be 
examined. 

The Inspector : That is a matter entirely in your own 
hands. Nodoubt such a recommendation from your 
committee would receive the Board’s approval. 


THE COMMITTEE AND THEIR VIEWS. 


Mr. Sapwell said that having passed a resolution 
to the effect that Mr. Davies should attend upon the 
Board of Agriculture as representing the committee, 
they must inform Mr. Davies of the views that they de- 
sired to have placed before the Board. One great hard- 
ship felt was that stock was not allowed to be removed 
across a highway from one field to another. Mr. Henry 
Smith at the present time had got 700 ewes and lambs 
starving in a field on one side of the road, and yet he 
could not remove them to another field opposite, where 
there was food, because the stock would have to cross 
the road, despite the fact that these fields were situate a 
long way from the infected area. He asked that permis- 
sion might be given to remove stock within the scheduled 
district, but not to move them out of it. 

Mr. Wright said that he knew some farmers who had 
all but exhausted their stock ‘of roots. One gentleman, 
he believed, had got over a hundred fat cattle by him 
on his premises not many miles from Norwich. In such 
cases as these something really would have to be done. 
He supposed that if a farmer did not feed his stock he 
would have an action brought against him for cruelty to 
animals. 

THE QUESTION OF PROSECUTION. 


Mr. Davies: How about the prosecution in cases of 
evasion? Will the committee order them ? 

Mr. Garrett Taylor: Yes ; the committee must carry 
out the law. 
Mr. Sapwell said that if they could manage without 


resorting to prosecution it would be much nicer. 
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Mr. Davies said the committee had no power to stop 
the movement of cattle by pbysical means. If cattle 
were moved contrary to law, the owners would be repor- 
ted by the police, and a prosecution would follow. 

Mr. Sapwell : They will not care about that. 

Mr. H. J. Waters thought there were many cases in 
which the committee ck ge decline to prosecute. There 
were many cases in which the farm premises were on one 
side of the road and the pastures on the other. In such 
cases the restrictions pressed very hardly, and he thought 
prosecutions. might be withheld until Mr. Davies had seen 
what concessions he could obtain in London. 

Mr. Garrett Taylor: I do not think Mr. Davies will 
stand any chance of success if he goes to the Board of 
Agriculture with the tale that we are advising non- 
prosecution. I suggest that we uphold the law at once. 

Mr. Oldman : I propose then that the sub-committee 
meet every Saturday. 

Mr. Sheringham seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to, 


APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY VETERINARY INSPECTOR. 


Mr. Davies said another point had arisen with respect 
to veterinary inspection. The committee might think it 
well to ask the Board of Agriculture to supplement the 
present veterinary inspectors, so as to have a thorough 
examination of all the cattle on all the marshes, be- 
cause he was informed the marshman did not notice the 
disease when it first came out, and failed to report it. 
It was a most dangerous thing to allow the disease to re- 
main unreported. 

Mr. Winfield said the supervision could not be too 
strict. 

Onthe motion of Mr. Sapwell, seconded by Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Shipley, jun. was appointed deputy-veterinary in- 
spector, to h2}p his father. 


THE NEED For AN INQUIRY. 


Mr. Bugden suggested that & strict inquiry should be 
instituted into the circumstances attending the second 
outbreak at Wickhampton. The public wanted to know 
how it was brought about, and he thought the committee 
were entitled to ascertain, as far as they possibly could, 
the genesis of the disease. There was a considerable 
divergence of opinion upon the point, and he thought it 
very desirable that a strict investigation be made, with 
the view to clearing anyone who was innocent, and to 
find out who was vel in the wrong. Rumour said 
that someone was guilty in this state of affairs. Some 
persons said that the yards were not properly disinfected, 
and others said they were. The general public would 
certainly not be satisfied until a very searching exami- 
nation was made into the circumstances connected with 
the affair. Hedid not know how they were to start 
upon such an investigation, as he had not as yet given 
this matter any special thought, but he would likea start 
to be made. He supposed the committee had no power 
to examine anyone on oath. 

The Chairman: The inspector has said that the Board 
is responsible for seeing that the yards are thoroughly 
disinfected. 

Mr. Owles said he cordially supported Mr. Bugden’s 
suggestion. It was very desirable that steps should be 
taken to find out whether there had been any conceal- 
ment in this matter. An outbreak was talked about on 
Norwich cattle market on Saturday, and when the 
matter was reported to the Board of Agriculture the 
animals had got over the worst stages of the disease. He 
opagested that the subject of an inquiry should be one 
of the points that Mr. Davies should lay before the Board 
of Agriculture. 

Mr. Winfield suggested that Capt. McIlwaine should 
make an investigation, as he was on the spot. 

Mr. Owles said he had mentioned it to the captain, 


who had already done all that was pussible for him to: 


do in the matter. : 
The Chairman : Can we do it through the police ? 
Mr. Davies: Yes. 
Mr. Garrett Taylor said he had seen the cattle, and it 


was obvious to everyone that they were suffering from 


the disease, and must have had it for a fortnight. He 
had no doubt it was known some time since. If they 
could get the marshman before them they might possibly 
learn something. 

FREETHORPE FARM AN INFECTED AREA. 


Mr. Bugden then formally moved that Mr. Sutton’s 
farm premises at Freethorpe be declared an infected 
place, and this was seconded, and agreed to. 


ORIGIN OF THE FRESH OUTBREAK. 


The latest theory with respect to the cause of the 
recent outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease shows what 
serious consequences may ensue from _ insignificant 
causes. The butchers who killed the cattle affected by 
the first outbreak on Mr. Sutton’s premises at Free- 
thorpe wiped their boots on a corner of a haystack in 
the stack-yard, some distance from where the cattle 
were slaughtered. In course of time this hay was carted 
down to the marshes, and eaten by the cattle, in which 
the disease was afterwards developed—the origin of the 


serious outbreak. The authorities have ordered that the : 


whole haystack shall be destroyed, and have taken 
extraordinary steps to prevent similar spreading of the 
contagion. The butchers, who came down from London 
to slaughter the twenty-one affected cattle, provided 
themselves with two suits of clothes. When they had 
finished their killing, they stripped themselves, and the 
whole of their clothing was buried with the carcases of 
the infected beasts —The Norfolk Chronicle and Nor- 
wich Gazette. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, Monday, May 7. 
DISEASED CATTLE FROM ARGENTINA. 


Mr. L. Harpy (Kent, Ashford) asked the President of 
the Board of Agriculture whether the steamer Tanagra 
arrived at Gravesend on Thursday affected with foot- 
and-mouth disease ; whether she put back to sea to 
throw overboard 283 bullocks and 452 sheep dead with 
disease ; and whether the Board had taken any steps to 
prevent the recurrence of these dangers. p 

Mr. Lone (Liverpool, West Derby) : On the arrival of 
the Tanagra at Gravesend the loss of 284 cattle and 467 
sheep from foot-and-mouth disease during the voyage 
was reported. At the moment I am unable to say at 
what particular stage the carcases were thrown overboa 
or whether or not any breach of the law has taken place, 
but enquiries are being made on these points. | may 
add, however, that the vessel put back to sea, not to 
throw carcases overboard, but to dispose of the fittings 
and manure, a course which, as I am advised, is by far 
the safest means of preventing infection. 

Mr. JAMEs Lowruer (Kent, Thanet) asked whether 
it was the case that the Belgian authorities were 
prohibiting the importation of cattle from Argent 
and wpeeen the right hon. gentleman would take simular 
steps 1f necessary. 

Mr. Lone: We have long before this prohibited, the 
importation of cattle, and this is exactly the kin = 
accident that occurs in consequence of prohibition. 
owner of a ship does not wish to unload her a, an 
puts back to sea in order to get rid of the probl i ae 
cargo, and then we have no control over him. Our /4 
are really stronger than those in Belgium. 
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In answer to a further question by Mr. James 
Lowther, 
Mr. Lone said : We have prohibited the importation 


of cattle from Argentina, but in order to prevent these 


occurrences we have, by special grace, allowed ships 
at sea. with cargo to complete their unloading here.— 
The Times. 


Personal. 


Vet.-Lieut. W. O. C. Dawson, A.V.D., is in Paris, hav- 
ing been bitten at Lahore by a supposed rabid dog. After 
local attention he was ordered to proceed at once, via 
Bombay and Marseilles, to the Pasteur Institute. 

He was employed at the Veterinary College, Lahore, 


and the session and exams. over, was preparing to shortly 


proceed to Kashmir for the hot season, when this un- 
toward accident happened. We understand his brother, 
Dr. Dawson, is with him and we trust to hear soon of 
his successful recovery. 


On Friday night, April 27th, a few friends met to bid 
good-bye to Mr. George Noel Waugh, M.R.C.V.S., 
Glasgow, who has lately been appointed as Lieutenant 
in the Army Veterinary Department and who proceeds 
to South Africa shortly. Mr. William Anderson, F.R.C. 
V.S., with whom Mr. Waugh acted as assistant, was called 
to the chair and in a few well chosen words presented 
Mr. Waugh, on behalf of the company, with a tangible 
token of respect in the form of a purse of sovereigns. 
Songs and toasts followed: Mr. James Watson, Superin- 
tendant of the Glasgow and West Scotland Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, giving the Veteri- 
nary profession, which was ably responded to by Mr. 
Peddie, F.R.C.V.S., Cathcart. 


OBITUARY. 


Witram H. Hirst, M.RC.V.S. 
Graduated, Lond., July 14, 1898. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS AND CIvILIAN V.S NATAL. 
April 14th. 
Pietermaritzburg. V.-Maj. Rutherford, 8.V.O. 
C.V.S. Tate, Sick Horse Depot, ete. 
C.V.S. Joliffe, ,, 
C.V.S. Cunningham 
Mooi River. Mr. Hulseberg (goes to East London). 
Weston. V.-Lts. G. M. Williams, H. M. Durrant, Mr. 
Carless, M.R.C.V.S., Remount Depdt. 
_,_ ©.V.S. Quinlan, Remount Dpt., Vet. Hosp. 
Colenso. Mr. Woollatt. 
Greytown. Mr. Tustin. 
Eshowe. Lane. 
Ladysmith District. 
V.Capt. Raymond, Adv. Sick Horse Depdt. 
C.V.S. Towers, Trav. Insp. of Oxen. 
V.-Lt. Houston, V.-Maj. Gladstone, C.V.S. Knott, 
V.-Lt. Coley, V.-Lt. Harris, Mr. Knapp, Mr. Steel, 
Mr. Walker, M.R.C.V.S., Mr. Verney, M.R.C.VS., 
Mr. Power, M.R.C.V.S., V.-Lt. Cochrane, C.V.S. 
Kenny, V.-Capt. Larnder, V.-Lt. Wilson, V.-Lt. 
-V.5. Fowler, Corps Troops. 
Mr. Andrews has been 


tr. Harber 


C.VS. Dalgleish, sick, enteric, Pietermaritzburg. 
Sharpe odder Spruit. 

Mr. Pye m Ladysmith. 

V.-Lt. Bray, wounded in action, Robert’s Horse. 


From London Gazette. 
War Patt MALL, May 4. 
Vet.-Lieut.-Col. I. Matthews, is granted the local rank 
of Vet.-Colonel in South Africa whilst Principal Veteri- 
nary Officer in that country. 


The following death is reported from Cape Town :— 
Veterinary Department, Civil Veterinary Surgeon Hirst, 
enteric, Boshof, May 5. 


" Tages, Newsom arrived May 1 on sick leave from 
atal. 

Vety.-Lt. Miller, sick leave from India, at Pasteur 
Institute, Paris, bitten by rabid dog. 

Civil Veterinary Surgeon Mr. Walch was discharged 
from Hospital to duty week ended April 29. 


Civil Veterinary Surgeon Mr. Sharpe sailed in The Nile, 
on May 1. 


Civil Veterinary Surgeon E. E. Wells sailed in the 
Pindari on May 8th for 8. Africa. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


IRISH REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE COUNCIL. 


Sir, 

At a meeting of the veterinary profession in Ireland, 
held in the Gresham Hotel this evening, it was unani- 
mously agreed that circumstances are likely to occur this 
year having a special bearing on the welfare of Irish 
veterinary surgeons, and that in consequence it is im- 
perative to have active representation of Irish practi- 
tionere on the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. On the nomination, therefore, of Messrs. 
Hedley and T. D. Lambert, respectively, the meeting 
adopted the candidature of Messrs. W. A. Byrne, of Ros- 
common and E. C. Winter of Limerick. 

The Defence Committee of Irish practitioners earnest- 
ly ask the support of their English friends and of the 
English veterinary associations for these candidates as 
they consider that in the present crisis the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. should be accurately informed as to the 
feelings and requirements of the members of the profes- 
sion in Ireland. 

Both gentlemen, if elected, will on account of their 
well known ability be most useful members of Council. 
—Yours truly, 


FaLKNER C. Mason, 
Hon. Sec. to Defence Committee. 
Newtownpark, Blackrock. 
May 7th. 


THE ALLEGED CASE OF GLANDERS—A CON- 
TRADICTION. 


T have read the report in your issue of May 5th, of 
the Registration Committee of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and their decision thereon. As the 
owner of the stables referred to perhaps you will kindly 
permit me to reply to Professor Williams’ question, 
which, from your report, does not seem to have elicited 
any answer, as to “whether any professional evi- 
dence was called to contradict this statement that there 


v Stck. 
“Lt. Williams has been removed from sick list. 


was glanders there.” I may say that no trace of glan- 
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ders was found amongst oe f firm’s horses although they 
were examined at the time by two Fellows of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, nor has there ever been 
any either before or since.— Yours faithfully, 
E. JopretL Hopkins. 
aes partner of Hopkins & Co.) 
Cambridge, May 9th. 


DR. FLEMING AND OUR PROFESSIONAL 
LIBRARY. 
ir, 


Dr. Fleming’s munificent offer of his valuable veteri- 
nary library is worthy of this distinguished and generous 
man, who has done more than anyone else to improve 
our profession. With this nucleus I trust that our 
leaders will form a library worthy of our profession, and 
readily accessible to our members. he catalogue 
should contain works on the collateral branches of 
physiology, chemistry, botany, zoology, physics, hygiene, 

cteriology, and agriculture—something on the lines of 
the Chemical Society’s library in Burlington House. To 
this it may be objected that the library of the British 
Museum contains all that is wanted ; but reference to 
books in it takes a long time to effect, especially if the 
reader comes in during the afternoon. If amovement of 
this kind is undertaken, I’ll be happy to subscribe. My 
only object in writing is to draw the attention of your 
readers to a great want in our profession, namely, that 
of a good reference library.—Yours “, 

. H. Hayes. 


Yew Tree House, Crick, Rugby, 
May, 8th, 1900. 


MEAT AND VETERINARY INSPECTOR. 


Dear sir, 

I think the thanks of the profession ought to be ex- 
tended to Mr. John Thorias, the Town Clerk of Swansea, 
for that clause in his advertisement which says, “ The 
aery appointed will be required to devote not less than 

lf his tume to the performance of the duties of his 
office.” If the clause had read not more than half his 
time it would have been better still. 

With a few more common sense and enlightened town 
clerks these appointments would be well worth having 
and even Parliamentary agitation would be hardly neces- 
sary.— Yours sincerely, G. MAYALL. 


Sir, 

I much regret that over six weeks will have elapsed 
before my answer to Mr. Moran’s letter in your issue of 
March 10th can be printed. Mr. Moran could so easily 
have obtained most of the knowledge he requires from a 
nearer source, bunt I am comforted by the thought that 
by now he may have gained some of the information he 
is so sadly in need of. 

I will endeavour to answer his questions seriatim. 

1. This question is very efficiently answered in a 
leading article in The Veterznary Record of March 10th. 
2. culd Mr. Moran kindly look up his Veterina 
Journal for January, 1900? In that number he will 
find the information he requires, together with some 
criticisms which may please him. The Sanitary Insti- 
tute is not a teaching body but Mr. Moran will see that 
it expects a man to go through a very fair practical course 
before examining him. Perhaps, sir, you would again be 
so good as to publish this information for the benefit of 
some of yourreaders. Or, may I suggest to Mr. Moran 
that he might write to the Registrar, Sanitary Institute, 

and get his question answered first hand ? 

3. Ido, most decidedly, think veterinary surgeons are 
qualitied above all others to act as meat inspectors, and 
strongly advocate that they endeavour to obtain entire 
supervision of meat inspection and kindred matters. 


| 1 think it isa pity that the veterinary surgeon should 
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4. Certainly, if he likes and obtains the appointment, 
In addition, I see no reason why he should not become 
Municipal Knackerman if he has a leaning that way. 
The latter would bea most interesting occupation fora 
pathologist. I am presuming that he would employ i 
subordinates to do the disagreeable work. Personally, No 


enter into competition with the gasfitter and cobbier as 
Mr. Moran suggests. He rea naturally take a much 
higher position, and these men, provided they are quaii- 
fied as meat inspectors would be very useful subordinates, 
5. I have not said that it would be infra dig. to take J Upinic 
specimens to an experienced bacteriologist. What I did HiMacts are 
say was “that the Veterinary Officer of health should § The tt 
be capable of carrying out all minor investigations ” and Hy the ea 
I do think it would be infra dig. for him to have to take Hijnce acc’ 
his work to the local practitioner, medical or veterinary. Hijucceed : 
The very fact of his being capable of carrying out or- Mi} referr 
dinary bacteriological investigation would help him to Hijtheexple 
take his proper position with regard to the men holding Hye sugg 
certificates of the Sanitary Institute. suppress 
The sooner the profession realises that all the talking Hi than one 
in the world will not abolish the Sanitary Institute or Hjoder m 
convince the public that its meat inspectors are useless Hi This opi 
the better. years ag’ 
Make the best of the business and aim at improving §¥demonst 
the knowledge of the meat inspectors or rather show Hii the dises 
that it needs improving. Work to obtain control of all iM line ove 
meat inspection in, if possible, a tactful manner, by Hi indicate 
roving that the members of the veterinary profession 3% muzzled 
ave the necessary knowledge above all others. Such arg 
The public will never sympathise with us if we attempt Hi line is a 
to take the bread out of the mouths of a body of men who, HM to inclu 
if not perfect meat inspectors, are in many cases, n0 Mi anoy a 
doubt, deserving, and only want proper supervision to Hi dog own 
be most useful. ; It woule 
Therefore we ought to support measures for improving HM because 
their knowledge and not oppose them. After all they Hampton 
were first in the field, and instead of trying to oust them §@M Winches 
let us by all means try to make new appointments for HM the same 
ourselves in positions which we naturally ought to take. 
This letter is written somewhat hurriedly to catch the 
mail, but I hope Mr. Moran will not misunderstand it 
even if it be rambling. I fear my former article was 
rambling, if the deductions Mr. Moran appears to have Altho 
drawn from it were any criterion. I am naturally not 
in a positien to judge if that was his fault or mine. 
NeEmvs. 
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India, 12th April. 


“ VERMIFUGE.” 
Dear Sir, 


I observe some one writes a letter to The Record this 
week and signs himself “ Vermifuge.” Surely this isnot 
an M.R.C.V.S., if he cannot treat a case affected with 
“little red worms” he is unworthy of his avocation. 
trust you will neither lend your columns for an answet, 
nor allow any recipe to be published. On the face . 
the letter it is clearly perceptible that some quac 
medicine humbug is at the bottom of it. 
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